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CONFIDENTIAL DLl

28 March 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR: D/Pub, ORE
ATTENTTON : Mr. - 25X1A
SUBTECT

..

Request for Information on Chinese Railroads

REFERENCE ¢ Our Case #K=840

1. It is requegted that this office be furnished the
following information concerning the railroads of China,
including Manchuria:

a. The present condition of the main lines and
an indication as to which ones are currently in
operation.

b. The approximate number of operable engines with
type of power indicated.

¢. The approximate number of operable passenger
cars, freight cars and other types.

d. Present condition of main bridges.

e. Present condition of main railroad repair shops.
25X1A 5

Mr., of this office has discussed this request
25X1A with Mr. of Transportation Division.

3. It is requested that this information be furnished
25X1A

by 15 April 1950.
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ROUTING anp RECORD SHEET

INSTRUCTI

ONS:

with the number in the "To" column,
before further routing,

Officer designations (see separate sheet) should be used in the "To" column.
Under each comment a line should be drawn across sheet and each comment numbered to correspond
Each officer should initial (check mark insufficient)
This Record and Routing Sheet should be returned to Registry.

T ACGESSION NO.
FROM ISB 28 March 1950 C =L/ 2¥F
DATE RECEIVED IN S. A,
—— . L P g,
TO ROOM NO. RECEIVED FORWARDED ?Eﬂ-ﬁgs ¥ COMMENTS
25X1A

3.

4,

S,

6.

7.

18,

9.

10,

.

12.

13.

14,

18,
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CONFIDENTIAL

29 March 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR: D/Pub, ORE

ATTENTION . vr. [ 254A
SUBJECT ¢ Request for Information on Chinese Railroads
REFERENCE { Our Memorandum, Same Subject, Dated 28 March 1930

25X1A
This is to confirm my conversation with Mr. - of
Transportation Division amending reference memorandum to
exclude paragraphs lc, d, and e and to establish a deadline

of 7 April 1950.

25X1A

Acting "ef, Intelligence Support
REFERENCE: Case #K-840

HMIRENTIAL,
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ROUTING aNnpD REGORD SHEET

with the number in the "To" column,

INSTRUCTIONS: Officer designations (see separate sheet) should be used in the "To" column,
Under each comment a line should be drawn across sheet and each comment numbered to correspond
Each officer should initial (check mark insufficient)
before further routing. This Record and Routing Sheet should be returned to Registry.

FROM: AGGESSION NO.
ISB 29 March 1950 oATCE’REcen\%D/l:?s.;A.?
< Z o 2 7
DATE OFFICER'S
. TO . |ROOM NO. —o VD FORWARDED INITIALS COMMENTS
Pab, ORE
Ty - 25X1A
2.
3.
a.
5.
6.
7.
le.
9.
10.
.
2.
3.
1a.
Is.
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25X1A
Mr, . Publications Division, ORE 14 April 1950
Chief, Transportation Division, ORE
Request for Informetion on Chinese Rallroads, Cage #K-840

I-:. plodi S5

Reg. urrently In Operetion and their Prega pt_Condition -
Information on lines currently in cperation is generally sdequate
and mppesrg to be relisble. It ig bagsed mainly on brosdcasts from Come
munist China, Hong Kong newspaper items, and reporis of Communist plans
for rehabilitation of the railrcad network, For a faw lines, confirme
ation is available from Americans vho traveled over them recently, In-
formation is inmedequate on the atatus of secondary end branch lines in
Manchuria, The condition of lines is jeintly estimeted by D/FE and D/Tr,
and ia of moderate relisbility. It iz bdased on observations of Americen
iravelers, on the amount of destruction in the last 13 years of waYs,
and on & knowvledge of which lines are considered by the Communists o
be of major importsace,

China has about 26,500 kilometers of lines (excluding Taiwan and
Hainan} which are, or heve been, in operation, The Chinese Communists
reported early In 1950 that 21,500 kilometers of 1ine had been restored
to operstion,

A.

There were more than 12,000 kilemeters of iine in Manchurie in 1944,
of which the Chinese Communists restored elmost 10,000 kilometers by
early 1950, The only line of any importance which is not in operation
is the Manchurian section of the Peiping~Tehol line, the inland alter-
nate reilroad connecting Peiping and Manchuris. About 1,700 kilometers
of line which had been built in the northern and eastern frontier zone
by the Japsnese for stretegle purposes were dismantled sither by the ra~
treating Japanese in early 1945 or by the Soviets shortly thereafter.
Thess linea probably will mot be reconstructed.

Manchurien railroeds are in relatively belter conditien than are
lines in China Proper s because they were more sturdily built originally,
the period during which they went without maintensnce was generslly
shorter, and they were not as severely demsged by wars, These lines
ars probably opereting at safe, if not normel, standerde, The second
track which at one time existed on much of the two most important resds
(the Peiping-Lisoning end Chinese Changchun} has besn removed, Replece-
nent of these double tracks, and the reconstruction of the Manchurian
sogment of the PeipingwJehol line, are included in the railrosd recon-
gtruction plan for 1950. The most recent reports on the Manchouli-
Bulfenho line state thet it is wide gauge; however, the reliability of

CONFIiDENTIAL
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these reports 1s doubted because there is no indfcation of the tranp
shipment of freight et points where thie line crosses standard geuge
lines, and there is no evidence that Russian locomotives and rollimg
steck are In use on this lime., In addition, reports of through service
between this and certain standard geuge lines indieste that there is
no difference in gauge.

B. Shime Proper

China Proper has & total of 14,500 kilometers of railrosd operate-
ing or inoperable: 8,500 kilometers in North China and 6,000 kilometers
in South China, The 6ammnnists'ware cperating about 11, kilometers
of line in early 1950, Most of the 3,500 kilemeters of unrestored rail-
rosd are branch and connecting lines sxeept the follewing four sections
of main liness Tatung~Hsinhelen {Tatung-Puchow 1ine), Pacchi-Tienshui
(Lunghat 1ine), PishihchaieHokou {Zunnan-Indo Ching line} and Nentanw
Tuyun {Hunan-Kwangsi-Kwelchow lins).

Probably the only lines operating nearly at vormal standards are
the Shanghai-Nanking, Tientsin-Pukow and Peiping-Linoning lines, all
of which ere partly double-tracked. The rail conneetlion between Shang-
hai snd Canton may be in geod condition, although the Nationalists are
reporied to have dameged it in their 1949 retrest. The ressinlng lines
eppesr to be in poer conditiem, judging from the hests with which the
Communliats rebuilt slmost total destroyed lines, end the insdequecy of
materials and repair facilities svailable te them. OF the major lines,
the Lunghei and the Peiping-Hankow are probaebly in the worst condition,
Serious deficiencies of all of most of the lines inelude temporary
bridges, end the shortage of spurs, sidings, snd by-pseses, The length
of this supplementery trackage wes never adequate in proportien to the
length of main lines {North Chine had sbout onme mile of supplementery
trackage to four or five miles of main line) and it wag extensively
cannibalized Ly the Communists to reconstruct the mainm iines,

Peiping-Shanhaikwan Jen-March 1949 Good. Pelping-Tientasin
double-tracked, Pridges
good except posgibly wesk
Luan R, bridge., Trains fast,

Pelping-Hankow Decenber 1949 Poor to Fairi Many sections
had been totally destroyed.
Some Soviet rails, Soviet
advice, used to repair this.
Capacity low end service
11‘3‘9&“1&?-

»
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Approved For Release 20&9&??P§$|A-RDP79T01049A000200010006-9



CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 2000/04/17 _&JA-RDP79T01049A000200010006-9

Pedping-Suiyuan October 1949 Pair., One press item in
Mar. *50 complaing of core
ruption and inefficiency in
operation of this lime,

Taiyuan-Tehslen Jan,-Mar. 1949 Fair., Little information.
Tatung~Puchou December 1949 Poor. Little imfe, Branch
{Bsction from Hsishaien from Hsinksien to Wulsr re-
to Feaglingiu)  built ss fer ap Tinghsisng.
o ' Hebullt to meter geuge sculh
of Telyuan,
Teinen-Taingtao July 1949 . Fair, Capecity insdegquate

to carry Tsingteo imporis to
Tientsin~Pukou line. Read-
bed poor.

Tientsin~Pukon June 1949 Good. Some iemporsry bridges
will likely incepscitate
line during summer floods,
Communiet efforts to incrssse
sapacity include pertial
double tracking.

Husingn (Pengpu~ Septamber 1949 Poor to fsir., Seuth part
Yuchichen) described by travellers as

‘ "Lemporary roadbed®, Im~

portant for bringing out

Husinan cosl.
Lunghai {FPaochi to December 1949 Foor. Although reported open,
the cozst) vestern sections have light

rails, temporary bridges. 1950
plan includes improving Tungkomn-—
Pagochi segment and regtorstion
of the Peochi~Tienshul segment.

Chakisno-¥isngal December 1949 Fair, Rebuillt by Hates in Aug.
1948, who destroyed some bridges
in 1949 retrest, Fot built for
heavy traffic.

Ganton-Hankow Decenmber 1949 Fair. Compleitely rebuili after
1945. Hot built for heavy traf-
fie. Commi=s report Soviel aid
on hridges.

Hapan-Kwangai-Kweichow Janmuary 1950 Poor to fer: Never aturdyjdoubt-
{Hengyang to Liuchow) ful if hes more than minimom

standards, Passadle from Liuchow

to Faatan.
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Canton-~Fowloon Cotober 1949 Fair. Well«bnilt but poorly
meintained, Through service
consigted of only one train
which ran in HMarch 1950, Other-
vise, goods and pauggnacra must
tranafer &t border of New fer-
ritory, ,

3

€
I

There are no recent reliable ststisties evaileble on the number of
locomptives in China, It is estimeted that there ere sbout 2,500 locow
motives in all of Chins. These locomotives &re piobably evenly divided
betveen Manchuria and G%ina Proper. 411 locomotives ia Chioa are steam~
povered and coal-fired.* While mo tabulation of locomotlve iypea in
Chire is avallable, the most comwon types of locomoiives are:

2+8.2 Miido freighi locomotive
4=be2 Pacific psssenger locomotive

There are also smaller mumbers of locomotives of the following types:

2wbel) Mogul

2ebe2 Preivie
2«80 Consolidation
imBwd Mountalin

Iz sddition, Manchurdd also has the 2-10-0 Decapod and 2-10-2 Senta Fe,
and the Peiping~Suiyuen hes a few 2-8-3-2 Mallet locomotives,

There are about 3,000 passenger cars snd somewhat over 30,000 freight
cers in operation in 81l of China at present, This estimete is derived
from caleulationz baged om Cemrumist inventories, and known rolliing stock
in 1945. The quantity ofepersble rolling siock is mow roughly the same
se in 1937, elthough this is about half the wartime peak.

25X1A

1The Japsness operated s few diesel locomotives in Manchuria; but siace
there are no postwar reports on them, it is doubiful if they are in op-
sration. :
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